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PERSATUAN WARGANEGARA MALAYSIA
10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 29TH JUNE 2008 (SUNDAY)
VENUE:  INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE (ICC)          BERAKAS
MINUTES OF 10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Malaysian High Commissioner to Brunei Darussalam, Patron of PWM and Guest of Honour for the 10th Annual General Meeting, His Excellency, Dato’ Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari was greeted upon arrival by The President, Mr. Simon D Gelan, Deputy President, Mr. Jackson Ting as well as Executive Committee (EXCO) Members.  His Excellency was accompanied by Col. Kamarudin Haji Haron (Election Chairman).
Ms Ellin Chong, the MC for the 10th Annual General Meeting, announced the meeting to commence at 9.20 am.
The meeting started off with the welcoming address by The President, Mr. Simon D Gelan.
1) WELCOMING  ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. SIMON GELAN
The President, Mr. Simon D Gelan started off with his greetings to His Excellency, Dato Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari, Honorary Advisors, EXCO , members of PWM and all who are present for the 10th Annual General Meeting. 

Mr. Simon expressed his sincere thanks to His Excellency, Dato Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari’s for his presence to officiate the 10th PWM Annual General Meeting.

Mr. Simon said that PWM had been active in Brunei for many years and played an important role to promote Malaysian image through social, cultural, sport and other activities with the main objective to promote unity, peace and love.  He went on to elaborate that with the current Executive Committee; PWM had organized many activities not only for its members but also took part in national events of both Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam.
In his speech, he was pleased to note that the Executive Committee and members of PWM have been very cooperative and was able to promote cordial understanding amongst its members, Brunei citizens and other nationals in the country. Various activities and functions have been organized successfully.
The President added that PWM not only organize activities for its members but also welcome other races and nationals to participate in any of its events. He went on saying that PWM is just a platform as event organizer.  The President welcomes all Malaysians to join PWM and participate in its events.

The President concluded his speech with a vote of thanks to the Organizing Committee for their good job to enable the 10th Annual General Meeting proceed smoothly, PWM members for their attendance and continuous support.  He also expressed his sincere thanks to all Advisors for their generous contributions and support throughout.
2) SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY, DATO KU JAAFAR KU SHAARI 
       MALAYSIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO BRUNEI AND PATRON OF PWM

His Excellency, Dato Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari  thanked PWM for giving him the honour to attend PWM 10th Annual General Meeting which is also the first time he attended PWM Annual General Meeting.  
His Excellency congratulated PWM for being active and able to organize all activities organized successfully.  PWM organized various activities not only for the benefit of Malaysians but for the local community as well.  His Excellency is glad to note that PWM also participated in charitable activities, contribute aid and offer assistance to victims of local disasters.  He also urged every PWM members to participate in all activities.  His Excellency stressed that Malaysian High Commission will do its best to support all activities for this year and the following years.

His Excellency then reiterated the importance of Malaysians to register them with the Malaysian High Commission.

To conclude his speech, His Excellency, congratulated The President and his team for job well done and a successful year ahead.  He hopes that the new Executive Committee would be able to perform well.   

3) TOKEN OF APPRECIATION 

The President, Mr. Simon D Gelan, accompanied by Mr. James Lee, presented a token of appreciation to His Excellency, Dato Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari and followed by a group photo session together with His Excellency, The President, Deputy President, Executive Committee members and Advisors.
His Excellency left the meeting venue at 9.45 am.

4) COMMENCEMENT OF 10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 10th Annual General Meeting was called to order at 9.45 am

5) ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
The Agenda were presented and adopted for the meeting:-
Proposed by
:
Mr. Seow See Hen (Membership No.1592)

Seconded by
:
Mr. Awang Anak Beranyut (Membership No. 0051)

6) APPROVAL OF 9TH AGM MINUTES

The Honorary Secretary, Mr. Low Eng Leng presented a brief summary of the 9th AGM minutes.

The President invited the members to review the 9th AGM Minutes for any corrections.  As there were no corrections, the minutes were unanimously confirmed and approved.

Proposed by
:
Mr. Goh Kee Chor @ Alfred (Membership No. 991)
Seconded by
:
Mr. Tan Kiat Hock @ Raymond Tan (Membership No. 1245)
7) HONORARY SECRETRAY’S REPORT
Mr. Low Eng Leng presented the Secretary’s Report for PWM activities 2007/2008 with a copy distributed to all members in the AGM folder. 
A.    PWM CHARITY EVENTS
a)  PWM Charity Events – The main objective is to introduce welfare and charitable activities to help PWM members, the local communities and also contribute aid and offer assistance to victims of local disasters, such as: medical assistance to member’s wife, 5th PWM blood donation campaign on January 19th 2008, donations to diabetic patient, donation to fire victim family on March 17th, 2008, donation to Temburong flood victims and donation to leukemia patient.
B.    PWM MUHIBAH FUNCTIONS

b) PWM Muhibah Functions – Its main objective is to encourage closer cooperation, understanding and harmony amongst its members, other Malaysians and local communities.  To organize functions to promote social, educational  and cultural understanding in the community and such functions were 9th AGM held on June 24th, 2007, Malaysian national Day on 31 August 2007, Malaysian High Commission Tea Reception with Yang Di-Pertuan Agong of Malaysian and Permaisuri, Christmas New Year Celebrations on January 06, 2008, Lunar New Year Dinner on March 01st, 2008, Farewell Dinners to Malaysian High Commission Officials, Malaysian Yang Di-Pertuan Agong Birthday Celebration, PWM Pesta Hari Gawai Dayak, Tadau Kaamatan and Adau Gayoh Celebration.

C.    PWM INVOLVEMENT IN BRUNEI CELEBRATIONS

c)  PWM Involvement in Brunei Celebrations – Its main objective is to participate actively in Brunei national celebrations to foster good relations between Malaysians and the local communities such as His Majesty, The Sultan Dan Yang DiPertuan Negara Brunei Darussalam Beramah Mesra Bersama Rakyat on July 24th, 2007, Majlis Ramah Mesra Perayaan Tahun Baru Tiong Hua on February 16th, 2008 and Brunei National Day Parade on February 23rd, 2008.
D.    PWM SPORTING ACTIVITIES

d)  PWM Sporting Activities – Its main objective is to provide opportunities for recreational and sporting activities to promote a healthy and harmonious society.  Such sporting activities being organized were PWM Muhibah Badminton Tournament on September 6-9th 2007, PWM Muhibah Gold and PWM Muhibah Fun Run on 02 Sept 2007.
The President, Mr. Simon clarified that for A) 3. Donations to Diabetic patient, PWM is assisting the collection of funds from Advisors, Excos, PWM members and the public. 
Likewise, The President invited the members for any corrections to the Honorary Secretary’s Report.  No amendment to the Secretary’s Report was recorded.
8) HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT

Mr. Christopher Chee, Assistant Hononary Treasurer presented the financial report for year ended 31st March 2008 which was audited by the internal and external auditor, Suresh Marimuthu CA, CPA.  

The financial statements were summarized as follows:-

1) A net income of $7,453 for the year arising from total receipts of $176,431 and expenses of $168,978.
2) The Accumulated Fund at the end of the financial year was $87,042.
3)    Current Assets –Bank balances and cash was $80,624 and Net Current Assets at $85,136.
4)    The subscriptions $9,655 received for the year was based on cash basis.
Mr. Gee Teng Wah, Membership No. 0072 raised the issue regarding the decline in Subscription fees of $9,655 for year 2008 as compared to $13,220 for 2007.  
Mr. Tiong Kee Huat, VP Membership explained that there was less member fees collected for year 2008 as there was a lot of conversions from ordinary member to life member.  Nevertheless, regular renewal reminders were being sent to members and hopefully this will generate more income.

Proposed by
:
Andy Lau Sie Chuong (Membership No. 200)
Seconded by
:
Mr. Gee Teng Wah (Membership No.0072)

9) APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR
The President announced that Mr. Daniel Ng Hui Hua of Deloitte & Touche had expressed his consent for the appointment as PWM External Auditor for the forthcoming year. The members endorsed the appointment.
Proposed by
:
Ms Chong Nee Chin @ Ellin (Membership No. 0396)

Seconded by
:
Mr. Andy Lau Sie Chuong (Membership No. 200)

10) DISSOLUTION OF EXCO 2006 – 2008

With the completion of the proceedings, The President, Mr. Simon Gelan announced the dissolution of the Executive Committee and he thanks all for their cooperation and hardwork.

The meeting took a break of 10 minutes.

11) ELECTION OF EXCO MEMBERS FOR 2008 -2010

The Election Chairman, Col. Kamarudin Haji Haron presided the election process.

The list of nominated candidates was verified by Col. Kamarudin Haji Haron.  Since there was only one nomination received for each of the post, the Election Chairman announced the results as follows:-

The President


-
Mr. Simon D Gelan

Deputy President

-
Mr. Jackson Ting

Hononary Secretary

-
Mr. Low Eng Leng

Assist. Hononary Secretary
-
Ms Teresa Ling

Hononary Treasurer

-
Mr. Christopher Chee

Assist. Hononary Treasurer
-
Ms Jenny Hii

VP General Affairs

-
Mr. James Lee

VP Women Affairs

-
Ms. Ellin Chong

VP Education


-
Mr. Jimmy Chung

VP Social Welfare

-
Mr. Ho Chuong Bing

VP Membership

-
Mr. Tiong Kee Huat

VP Sports & Recreation
-
Mr. Ho Ley Hoon
VP Publicity & PR

-
Mr. Raymond Lam

The President welcomes new EXCO members and appreciates their commitments and willingness to serve the community for another term.

12) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a) The MC, Ms Ellin highlighted that Malaysian High Commission (MHC) has urged all Malaysians residing in Brunei Darussalam to register with the Malaysian High Commission.  The President added that so far there were more than 20,000 Malaysians residing in Brunei but only about 500 Malaysians have registered with Malaysian High Commission.  The President emphasized that it is of vital importance for all Malaysians residing locally to register with MHC.  In the case of any problems arises, MHC would be able to offer their assistance.

Mr. John Malang (Membership No. 315) suggested registering on line.  However, as relevant documentations required by MHC need to be presented in original and hard copy for verification, it’s advisable that this issue to be referred to MHC.    
b) A new member by the name of Puan Norrosnayati Hj Baidzawi suggested using both Bahasa Melayu and English documentations.  In relation to this issue, The President’s point of view was that PWM welcome all multi-racial Malaysians and aware that not all are well verse in English.  Nevertheless, Puan Norrosnayati’s suggestion will be taken into consideration.  The President hopes that with this, PWM could encourage more nationalities to join as member.
c) The President also announced that PWM has been invited to participate in His Majesty Bersama Rakyat on 20 July 2008, Booth No. 68 & 69 at Taman Sir Omar Ali Saifuddien.  There is no limitation of participants and dress code would be traditional.  For further information, please contact Mr. James Lee or the Hononary Secretary.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 11.00 am.

Minutes prepared by Asst Honorary Secretary Teresa Ling

Low Eng Leng




Simon D Gelan

Honorary Secretary



President

Date:  29th June 2008
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